
GRADUATION 2020  

INFORMATION FOR GRADUATES AND PARENTS 

 

Graduates & Parents: 

  

Last week Governor Abbot announced the second phase of his “Reopen Texas” 
plan expanding the opening of additional businesses with a 25% capacity 
limitation.  As part of the announcement, he also addressed graduation 
ceremonies, including specific requirements to conduct in-person events. 
Throughout this pandemic we have been committed first and foremost to the 
health and safety of our students, staff, parents and community. We also 
committed to honor the lifelong achievement of our graduates.  In order to 
accomplish both of these priorities, we have decided to delay our graduation 
ceremony.  This will provide us the opportunity to put all of the requirement 
safety measures and protocols in place to hold an in-person ceremony. 

  

Based on these state requirements, the feedback from our senior graduation 
survey, and discussion with our Graduation Committee composed of senior 
students and staff members, we have decided to move our graduation date to 
June 19th beginning at 8:30 p.m. at Tiger Stadium (or June 20th in the case of 
inclement weather).  Our graduation ceremony will be conducted under the 
state/TEA requirements that include structured safety protocols for attending the 
ceremony, arrival/departure, personal protective equipment, seating requirements 
and social distancing.  The requirements also include limiting the number of total 
guests at the ceremony based on stadium capacity.  For DSHS, the number of 
quests per graduate is 4.  We will be providing you specific details about these 
protocols as we get closer to the event. It is also important to recognize that our 
current situation is fluid and constantly evolving, and while we are moving 
forward with this current graduation plan, it is still subject to change depending 
on state and local COVID policies. 

  

In addition to our plan for an in-person graduation, we have a number of other 
activities planned to honor the accomplishments of our Class of 2020.  These 
events include “Friday Night Lights”, “Paint the Town”, Senior Signs, a senior 
sunset and fireworks celebration, and a “Class of 2020 virtual celebration”. A 



description of these activities and is attached to this email.  Senior Awards will be 
held and Top 10 Celebration will be held on the week leading up to graduation, 
invitations will follow. We also have attached a senior graduation checkout sheet 
to assist graduates. Lastly, please fill out this form to RSVP to our Senior Sunset 
and Fireworks Celebration and Graduation Ceremony, so we can adjust and 
accommodate as needed. 

  

We recognize that graduation under “normal conditions” is an emotional time for 
our students and families that is full of anticipation, excitement and an 
uncertainty of what the future will hold.  Under our current health situation we 
recognize these emotions are only magnified.  We want to assure you that we will 
do everything within our power and control to provide a graduation experience 
that honors our graduates in a safe manner. Watching our graduates walk across 
the stage is one of the greatest joys and honors in working for a high school 
community, and we are fighting to keep this right of passage as normal as 
possible!  We will continue to keep you updated on our graduation ceremony and 
inform you of any changes that may take place due to a change in local or state 
policies. 

 

Sincerely, 

  

Angela Gamez                                    Todd Washburn 

DSHS Principal                                  Superintendent of School 

 

  

	


